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C A L E N D A R

MARCH
Fr i . ,  M a r c h  6  School  Spir i t  Day
Tu e . ,  M a r c h  10  PTO open meet ing,   
  8-9 a.m. ,  Media  
  Center
S u n . ,  M a r c h  15  Yearbook order 
  deadline
T h u r. ,  M a r c h  2 6  Parent Ed Night, 5:30- 
  6:30 p.m.
Fr i . ,  M a r c h  27  Montessori Marathon
Tu e . ,  M a r c h  31  Spring photos

APRIL
T h u r. ,  A p r i l  2  School  Spir i t  Day 
Fr i . ,  A p r i l  3  Teacher workday 
  – NO SCHOOL
A p r i l  6 - 10  Spring break 
  – NO SCHOOL
Tu e . ,  A p r i l  14  PTO open meet ing,   
  8 a.m. ,  Media   
  Center
T h u r. ,  A p r i l  2 3  International  Spring  
  P icnic ,  5 p.m.
Fr i . ,  A p r i l  24  Ear th Day   
  celebration, 9:30 a.m.

MAY
M ay  4 - 8   National  Teacher  
  Appreciat ion Week
M o n . ,  M ay  2 5  Memorial  Day
  – NO SCHOOL

JUNE 
Thur . ,  J u n e  11  Last  day of  school

Where has the year gone? It is hard to believe that we are 
rushing headlong into the month of March. I personally 
was not happy with the groundhog’s prediction and I am 
hoping that some warmer weather will be here soon! 

The last few weeks have been a bit chaotic with the snow 
days and delayed starts. It is confusing for the students and 
for the adults to come to school and work for a short while 
and then have to line up for lunch!  Thank you for your 
patience. The safety of our students and staff is the number one priority 
of our school and of CMS. 

Please make note that we will be making up the snow days on March 
12th and 13th, days that were previously scheduled to be teacher 
workdays. 

I would like to take a moment to thank all of the parent volunteers for 
the many hours that they spend at PRM tutoring students, serving on 
PTO or SLT, or simply working to make PRM a better place for our 
entire school community. It takes the efforts of everyone to make PRM 
such a wonderful place. A special “Thank You” goes out to Jo Vega 
(parent) and Miss Linda (Cafeteria Manager) for their efforts to make our 
cafeteria a beautiful place to eat. If you have not had a chance to see the 
transformation, stop by soon!   

Please know that we are always in need of more volunteers. If you have 
an interest and the time, please speak to your child’s teacher to see if 
there is a specific need. Just as a reminder, always schedule a time with 
the teacher beforehand so that the classroom and the children are not 
disturbed. 

I would like to include a link to an article shared by Miss Anna. This 
link was in a recent ebulletin, however, I include it here in case anyone 
missed a chance to read the article. http://montessoriteachersinstitute.
blogspot.com/2015/02/a-parenting-masterpiece-three-steps-to.
html?m=1 

Thank you for continuing to support PRM and the Montessori philosophy 
in which we believe. Montessori allows for our children to receive a 
strong foundation which will help them to be respectful, responsible 
citizens in this 21st century global society. 

Thank you, volunteers, for 
helping PRM be a better school

Anna Moraglia, 
Principal

Winter Village at PRM was Dec. 
11. Families came to school to 
enjoy performances, food and 
fun in the classrooms.
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A whopping 370 of you purchased 
tickets and came out to the 
Snowflake Dance on Friday, Feb. 
6. Thank you! Our second ever 
Snowflake Dance was historical in 
food, fun and gettin’ down!

PTO extends a giant thank you 
to the volunteers who planned, 
coordinated, maintained and cleaned 
up after the event. Special thanks 
to Michelle and Tommy Cropper, 
Lisa Flowers, Heathir Speet and 
Amy Fiorenza for their dedication. 
Thanks also to our PRM staff who 
assisted with and attended the event. 
Much fun was had!

Family fun at the Snowflake Dance
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In her own words
Day 1 –The bus ride to Mountain Trail Outdoor 
School (MTOS) was two hours long, but it was worth 
the wait. 

When we go there, we walked to our cabin and the 
instructors gave a summary of what it was like at 
MTOS, and he gave us all the rules. After that our 
teacher told us which groups we were in for meal 
duties. The lunch group went 45 minutes after that and 
when they were all set up they rang bell. We had lunch 
and went back to our cabins to gather stuff for our first 
class. 

We met with our instructors in our assigned groups 
and they told us what we would be doing that day, 
it was the cooperation course. We learned how to 
cooperate in groups by playing games that were fun 
and we had to think a lot together. After that we went 
back to our cabins for a few hours and the dinner bell 
rang. We had dinner and then met with our groups 
again for a night walk. 

The night walk was to teach us about nature at night 
–  we did fun experiments –  like our instructor gave 
us mints and said when we ate them to put them in 
the back of our mouth and just crunch them. We were 
put in groups of three and watched each other do it, it 
was like a fireworks display in our mouths! We also 
learned why pirates have eye patches. Yes, you might 
think the reason pirates have eye patches is because 
they lost an eye, but that’s not true. The reason they 
have eye patches is so that they have one eye that can 
see better in light and one eye that can see better in the 
dark (the one with the eye patch over it). 

Day 2 –  We woke up at 6:30 and got dressed. When 
the breakfast bell rang at 7:30 we all headed to the 
kitchen. We had 2 classes that day, in the first one was 

ponds and streams –  we went to a pond and caught 
pond insects and salamanders –  at the end we studied 
these animals and released them. The second class was 
bog, web of life. We went to a naturally preserved bog 
and were each assigned something to find in the bog 
on a card. The card had information that we could read 
to the rest of the class when we found the item. 

Later that night we had a campfire which was really 
funny, we did some acting and met a 3-headed oracle 
that talked nonsense words!

Day 3 –  After breakfast we had a hike and we were 
taught about soil and how in one spot you can have 
one type of soil and then a foot away you can have 
a different type of soil. We hiked up to eagle rock, 
which was a steep rock with moss. We had a great 
view. When we started down, we realized that the 
lunch group (which was us) were late to do our duties! 
By the time we got back, everyone was already 
gathered and someone had already rung the lunch bell. 
After lunch, we gathered our things and got back on 
the bus to drive a 2-hour trip back to school.

The most important rule at MTOS – food waste – 
when you have a meal only take a little less than you 
know you’re going to eat. Because if there’s anything 
left on your plate other than bones from chicken, it 
will go in the food waste jar. At the end of the meal 
MTOS staff will weigh the food waste jar and mark 
it on the chart on the mantle. On the last day a new 
school came and the staff forgot to tell them about 
food waste and they had 8 pounds at lunch. Our class 
had zero!

For more information, you can visit the outdoor 
school’s website: www.kanuga.org/camps-and-
outdoor-education/mountain-trail-outdoor-school/.

Archer Herndon writes about her experience at Mountain Trail Outdoor School.
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On Monday, October  13, 2014 I hopped in the car 
with my dad, Solomon, and Samuel. We drove to 
Kings  Mountain State Park and I said good-bye to 
my dad. This is hard for me because I have trouble 
separating from my parents. We took my dad’s truck 
because we needed a lot of food for 26 hungry 4th,5th, 
and 6th  graders and all of our elephant sized bags. 

We pitched the tents and got split into about 6 different 
groups, A,B,C,D,E, and F. Group A cooked lunch 
and we had our recess. While we were playing we 
met a new friend. Her name was Abigail. Then we 
got out our writing notebooks and wrote what we 
had done that day which was where I got most of my 
information from. We  went to bed and woke up the 
next morning with well rested minds and messy hair. 

The next day when I woke up it was still dark. We sat 
around the campfire until everyone was awake. Then 
group C (my group) made a breakfast of bacon, eggs, 
and bananas. After that we sat around the campfire. 

Later, Ms. Sandy told us we were going on a short 

hike of three miles. “Such a short hike, so short.” To 
make things even better a ranger drove up and told 
us there was going to be strong winds and someone 
started the rumor that there was a tornado warning. 
Ms. Sandy didn’t let that last very long. I was worried 
the whole hike. Then it didn’t even start to rain until 
right after we got back. 

While it was raining one of the men who was helping 
guide us through the camping trip asked us a few 
questions about what could start a fire and what 
couldn’t.We finished writing in our notebooks and had 
dinner and went to bed. 

The next morning  when I woke up we waited around 
the camp fire and ate a breakfast of oatmeal. We did an 
activity and asked the people that were beside us that 
we didn’t know about them. Then we did an activity 
when we had to avoid the ropes. It was so fun. Then 
we had the rest of the week finished off with some 
creek fun and a 6 mile hike. I was really worried that it 
wasn’t going to be a very fun trip. Hope you enjoyed.

Elise Mullen writes about her Upper El camping trip.

Q&A with Jocelyn Hightower
What is your role at 
Park Road Montessori?
Upper El TA/First 
Responder

Why did you chose 
a Montessori school 
over a more traditional 
school?
It’s more family oriented, 
and a different atmosphere than I 
was used to.

How long have you been with 
PRM and how long have you 
been with CMS?

7 years

What you do like most 
about your work at 
Park Road Montessori?
I can be myself!

What’s the most 
rewarding part of what 
you do every day?

Working with the children and the 
staff.

Do you have an example of a 
child having a funny “ah-hah” 
moment? 

A child asked if they could research 
me for Black History Month.

What do you enjoy doing outside 
of work?
Just being outside! I hate being 
confined in one space all day, doing 
the same thing every day. I have 
to be able to use my resources and 
me being a workout geek outside 
is where I love to be. I wouldn’t 
have it any other way. If it’s too 
cold I will find a way to stay warm, 
if it’s too hot I will find and make 
ways to stay cool. I love nature 
depending on what it is...
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Students Jump 
Rope For Heart

Park Road students and parents showed how big their hearts 
are by collecting a whopping $12,364 during our Jump Rope 
For Heart campaign! These donations go to the American 
Heart Association to help people of all ages with heart 
conditions. 

Students had one month to collect donations. During that 
month, our school hosted a special jump rope team from 
an area elementary school. This demo team helped get the 
students excited about their own Jump Rope for Heart event, 
which took place the first week of February. Students had 
a blast during our school’s Jump Rope For Heart week. 
Several parents came to participate, and some great Upper El 
volunteers came in to work with primary classes during their 
JRFH events. Thanks to all who participated! –Scott Strait
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Last fall many of our students helped 
save seeds from plants in our gardens 
and now we are starting them in 
seed containers we recycled from the 
cafeteria. We are growing them on 
seedling heat mats and under grow 
lights that were purchased by funds 
from our PTO. Older students are 
testing the soil in our gardens so we 
can know what we need to do to get it 
ready to plant.  –Charlotte Fletcher

Preparing 
for spring 
gardening
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The Story Teller
   By Avery Salmon 
Ms.Cecilia’s class

 
We were at the media center, 
waiting for a surprise. We had 
to wait for all of the Upper El 
classes to arrive.Then a woman 
walked up. She said, “My name is 
Donna Washington.”  Miss Donna 
Washington said, “I will be telling 
you guys some stories.”  

Miss Donna first started by telling 
us about tongue twisters. She did 
Peter Piper and Betty Bought A. 
She would say them slow. Then she 
would say them at full speed. She 
did the same with Betty Bought 
A. It was so funny. Then she was 
talking about getting in trouble.

The funniest thing she said was that 
the 4th graders would be writing 

cows, the 5th graders would be 
writing notes to their friends, the 
6th graders would be writing love 
letters. After this exercise she told 
us some stories. 

The first story was about a snake 
and possum. I am not going to tell 
you the whole story, but I will just 
tell you part. The snake would say 
Breyer possum. The possum would 
scream. The snake would try to get 
the possum to put his hand in front 
of his face. The last trick the snake 
tried was he asked the possum 
to put the snake in his pocket, it 
worked. The snake bit the possum. 
The good thing is possums don’t 
react when bitten by a snake. 

The second story she told was 
called Crocodile Tears. This story 
is about tricking people. The 

crocodile swims up every day. 
Then he would get hit with fruit 
on the head and sticks on his back. 
One day he stared to cry. He made 
a monkey come down from a tree.  
He said I am going to eat your 
heart out. The monkey said, “I left 
my heart at home.” “If you want 
my heart I will have to go get it.” 
So they went back to the tree and 
the monkey went up the tree and 
never came down. 

The reason I like her was she was 
very funny. She would do a lot of 
facial expressions. She was not 
reading them from a book.  

Please visit  
www.donnawashington.com to 
see her site as well as some of the 
tongue twisters.  You can see her 
videos on YouTube as well.

We are so 
appreciative of 
the efforts of our 
specials’ teachers, 
support staff and 
administrators. 
Thank you for 
everything you do! 
We are showing 
them love on this 
bulletin board 
outside of the office. 
Feel free to send 
in small notes of 
gratitude with your 
child and we will add 
them to the board. 
Thank you!

Show your teacher and staff appreciation
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We can’t thank Mrs. Linda, our cafeteria manager, enough for 
the amazing vision she had in creating a bright and beautiful 
cafeteria space. She has had the vision of 
creating the theme of the Underground Cafe. 
She wanted to show the growth of fruits, 
vegetables and flowers as well as prehistoric 
animals, underwater life and our beautiful 
logo. Linda had the help of her son to begin 
the process. Later, she pulled in a fabulous 
PRM parent, Jo Vega, to really bring the 
vision to life. Jo has put in numerous hours into 
this project and we all couldn’t be more thankful. Thank you to 
all who have worked and helped in this project. It is absolutely 
stunning. Enjoy some of these images of our new Underground 
Cafe. –Ginger Salmon

Visit the new Underground Cafe

Jo Vega

Emma Goodrich helped with the painting.
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Hi, my name is Elle Miller and I am a member of 
Girl Scout Troop 2016. Our troop consists of 6th and 
7th graders from all different schools,including four 
former PRM students –Haley and Isabel Atkins, 
Emma Goodrich, Mary Daniel. 

For our troop’s silver award we chose to build a 
bridge over a creak near Park Road Montessori, 
which will help benefit the school’s outdoor 
education programming as well as the community. 
With help from our troop leader, Mrs. Goodrich, 
neighbors and some dads, we were able to put the 
footings and bridge in. Additional railings will be 
added soon. We hope to complete the bridge in mid-
March with a ribbon-cutting ceremony planned for 
March 22.

We hope the community of Park Road Montessori 
and people who live nearby will use and enjoy the 
bridge!

Girl Scouts build  
a bridge for  
PRM community


