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Take a moment
to thank our teachers

As I am composing this entry for the newsletter, my head
is swirling with everything that is going on in the district
and in our school. We don’t yet know the result of the bond
referendum. There are proposals on the table to expand our
public Montessori program. PRM is entering into a new
partnership with J.D. Lewis and his 12 Good Deeds program.
So many exciting things to grab our time and attention.
Anna Moraglia,
However, I would like to ask you to focus on another very
Principal
important matter – the teachers and staff of PRM. There has been
a lot of press lately about the challenges that educators face today – the loss of
Career Status and Master’s Pay, the increase in high-stakes testing – the list goes
on and on. I would like to ask everyone to take a minute and reach out to your
child’s (or children’s) teachers and assistants and let them know how much you
appreciate them and their efforts in educating children. As a mother, I am so
very grateful for the impact that teachers have had on the lives of my two sons.
I know that the effects will remain with them when they are adults. We are very
blessed to have such a wonderful school community and teachers play a vital
role. Let us all, as parents, express our gratitude for the important work that
they do every day in helping our children reach their full potential as they are
developing into global citizens of the world.

CALENDAR
NOV E MBER

N ov. 5 -15
		
		
Mo n ., N ov. 11
		
Tu es, N ov. 12
		
Tu es., N ov. 12
		
		
N ov. 27 -2 9

Montessori
Mornings
registr ation
Veterans Day 		
– NO SCHOOL
PTO meeting, 8-9
a.m., Media Center
Fami l y Game Night,
6-8 p .m., M edia
Cen ter 		
Than ksgiv ing 		

		

– NO SCHOOL

DE CE MBER

Fr i ., D ec . 6
Th u r., D ec . 12
		
		
D ec . 2 3 -J a n . 3
		

S chool Spirit Day
PTO meeting,
Wi n ter Village, 		
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Wi n ter holiday 		
– NO SCHOOL

Tu esday, J a n . 7
Fr i day, J a n . 10
Mo n ., J a n . 2 0
		
		
Tu es., J a n . 21
		

S p i ri t N ight
S chool Spirit Day
Mar t i n Luther King
Jr. H ol iday 		
– NO SCHOOL
Teacher workday
– NO SCHOOL		

JANUARY

SchoolMates needs winter coat donations

The SchoolMates Partnership
between PRM and Sedgefield
elementary (a Title I / Strategic Staffing
school just minutes from PRM) began
in 2006. The SchoolMates Committee
plans projects such as uniform and coat
drives, book donations through the
PRM Book Fair, classroom volunteers
for Sedgefield, the Lower El Pen Pal
Program, the Holiday Sponsor Program
and joint school musical events … to
name just a few!
Right now our coat drive is
underway. We are collecting coats to donate to Sedgefield
students and families through the end of November. So if
you have any coats your children have outgrown please
consider donating them – just drop them off in our bins,

located right outside the front office.
It’s also time to sponsor a family from
Sedgefield for the holidays. If you are
interested in sponsoring a family, please
contact the Sedgefield Family Advocate,
Dominique Stone (Dominique1.stone@
cms.k12.nc.us), by Nov. 15. This
program involves purchasing gifts and
clothing for the children. Dominique
can answer any questions you may have.
Thank you for your support!
For more information or to get
involved with the SchoolMates
Partnership, please contact the chair, Christi Flansburg
(cflansbu@yahoo.com), or anyone on the committee:
Alison Houser, Bill Aheron, Anjali Markey, Lara Beninca,
Kristen Piscitelli and Carter Herndon.

PAGE 2

The Montessori Monitor

NOVEMBER 2013

PRMCares aims to create
habit of volunteerism
Q&A with
Kathy Foushee
What is your role at PRM? I am the
Dean of Students. I help the principal
and assistant principal with discipline
issues, the buses, teacher observation and
evaluations, and a myriad of other things
that help the school run smoothly!
Why did you chose a Montessori school
over a more traditional school? This is where
I got my first job with CMS.
How long have you been with CMS and
PRM? This is my 14th year in CMS and my
14th year at Park Road.
What you do like most about your work?
The students and faculty. I love getting to
know the children. They make my job fun
and exciting. One thing I love about school
is there is something new that happens
every day. Never a dull moment!
What’s the most rewarding part of what
you do? Being with and conversing with our
students. They always brighten my day.
Do you have an example of a child having
a funny “ah-hah” moment? I can’t really
recall just one that stands out. We did
have a funny incident when one of our
kindergarten children was startled by the
fire alarm and had some choice words.
What do you enjoy doing outside of work?
I love spending time with my family, trips
to the beach and mountains, and I love to
play bridge.

Very simply put, PRMCares is an effort to build Park Road
Montessori’s school community in a way that is true to Montessori,
by caring for our neighbors and our earth. Members of our School
Leadership Team formed this family-based community service project
to create a habit of volunteerism. Our hope is to become a leader
within CMS and the greater Charlotte community for community
service, setting a wonderful example for others to follow.
PRMCares will facilitate family-friendly community service
opportunities throughout the year. Families may join PRMCares at
PRMCares.com. Please remember to click the Follow Us button once
you sign up on the website so you will receive automated emails
regarding the events we will be hosting.
Our November event is coming up on Thursday, Nov. 7, at 6 p.m.
We would like to say thank you to the many students who created
posters to help advertise this event around campus. Each poster was
creative and fun. We appreciate the effort put in to create them! We
are hosting a service discussion with J.D. Lewis who founded the
Twelve In Twelve Foundation. Lewis and his sons are local Charlotte
residents. They visited charities in 12 countries, all seven continents,
in 12 months. Lewis and his sons will be here to discuss their journey
and how it impacted their lives. You can read more about the family’s
yearlong relief trip at twelveintwelve.org. We hope many families are
able to attend this event here at PRM.
PRMCares.com and our board in the front lobby display some
pictures from the two events we have held so far this fall. We had
a great turnout in September for our letter-writing effort to our
neighbors as well as the street cleanup around the campus community.
We posted a letter on our board in the main lobby which we received
from one of our neighbors. It was very complimentary to our school
and children.
Our October event was amazing. We assisted with the Energy for
Life Walkathon in Freedom Park. Teams of PRMCares volunteers
completed the 1-, 2- or 3-mile walk. We also had a fantastic group of
volunteers who handed out water to the walkers as they crossed the
finish line. We were able to raise close to $400 for this charity. A big
thank you to all the families who participated! It was a fun morning!
We also have a Student Proposal Project that is part of PRMCares.
We want to empower students to affect change in their neighborhood,
city, nation and world. The Student Proposal Project will allow them
to research causes that matter personally and request donations to
support it. Each year PRMCares will host a small fundraiser in order
to gather charitable money specifically for this project. This year we
are selling silicone bracelets that remind us we all can Change The
World! Bracelets are just $3. There is an order form on the PRMCares
website.
The signup for events is also on the PRMCares website. We hope to
see many families and staff at these events as your schedules permit!
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Students in (from left) Ms. Ayron’s, Ms. Cecelia’s and Ms. Melinda’s classes perform tree assessments.

Students learning about trees

Do you know what galls or girdling roots are? Many of
our Upper El students do.
They are working with Ms. Charlotte, PRM’s
Experiential Science Curriculum Assistant, on an ongoing
project studying the trees on our campus.
They are working on identifying all the trees on campus,
mapping them, measuring them, mulching them and
learning how to assess their health.
They will also be imputing much of the information
into a USDA Forest Service computer software program at
www.itreetools.org and learning more about how the trees

benefit our community.
The assessment looks at the environmental services that
trees provide, such as controlling stormwater runoff, saving
energy, absorbing pollutants, releasing oxygen, combating
climate change and sequestering CO2, as well as suggesting
a monetary value for these services.
How are you caring for and benefitting from the trees at
your house?
– Charlotte Fletcher, North Carolina Environmental
Educator, Experiential Science Curriculum Assistant

SLT working on new PRM philosophy document

The School Leadership Team is a group of parents and
staff members who work with the principal to collaborate to
provide the best education possible for our students.
Parent members are Bill Aheron (Chair), Mike Herndon,
Caroline Miller, Jackie Petersen, Kristen Piscitelli and
Susan Plaza. Staff members are Anna Hurdle (Co-Chair),
Ayron Dubinsky, Sherry Herbert, Cynthia Wood and Kathy
Foushee (filling in for Candace Williamson until her return
from leave), plus Principal Anna Moraglia.
The main focus of the group is to develop and monitor
the School Improvement Plan (SIP), a multi-year strategic
plan for the school. This year, the group has worked to
focus the SIP on what we can do as a school to be as
authentic in our Montessori approach as possible.
The new Park Road Montessori Philosophy Document
is the cornerstone of the effort. The newly published
philosophy starts with the key elements of the Montessori
approach to education for children at different stages of
their development, with particular focus on the primary
(3-6) and elementary (6-12) child. It also explains how we

as a school community put those principles into practice,
describing the roles that students, teachers, support staff
and – importantly – parents all play. The SIP now includes
some new areas of focus to assure our adherence to that
philosophy.
The SIP will be available on the school and PTO
websites as soon as it has received final approval.
The SLT meets monthly (usually on the third Friday
morning). Meetings are open, and parents are welcome to
attend. Agendas are typically posted on the PTO website
several days in advance of the meeting, and minutes are
posted afterward.
As we strive to represent the views of our school
community, we’d love to hear more about what’s on your
mind.
Please join your SLT representatives for an informal chat
on Wednesday evening, Nov. 7, at Sir Edmund Halley’s
restaurant in Park Road Shopping Center. You can drop in
anytime between 6:30 and 8 p.m.
See you there! – Bill Aheron
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Fun at Montessori Mornings

Thank you to the more than 140 students who
participated in the fall session of Montessori Mornings!
There were 12 unique classes offered, with demand being
so high in martial arts and yoga that both had two classes.
Students spent their mornings learning to knit, making
pottery creations, hitting golf balls, playing the ukulele,
honing their chess skills and many other activities.
We are gearing up for the winter session and are excited

that we will have four new classes: Spanish, French, drama
(Children’s Theater of Charlotte) and Science Reach
(Discovery Place). Registration will start soon, as the
Winter Session starts on Dec. 2.
Thanks again to the students, parents, instructors and
staff for making the Fall Session a success.
– Erika Dabney and Jennifer De La Jara, Montessori
Mornings co-chairs

Mixed media acrylic and button 3D pieces:
top piece by Sofia D. (Ms Priti), bottom
piece by Sadie W. (Ms. Ruth).

Students, instructors love Montessori Mornings
Liam S. (Ms. Diane; chess): My Montessori morning is fun. I get to play chess. We learn how to move pieces around
the board so that we can get an advantage. If the pawn is out and not in front of the king, he is not protected and that is not
good. You must always protect the king. Mr. Noble is our instructor. He makes playing chess fun and he is smart too. He
won some sort of award and is now called a master chess expert.
Kennedy L. (Ms. Jenny; Ukulele Club): I love learning new chords and songs in Ukulele Club. Ms. Christina is nice
and good at playing and teaching ukulele.
Synjin S. (Ms. Jeanne; mixed media, mosaics & 3D art): Art is really fun. I learned to make a creation with buttons and
Ms. Amber has been a cool teacher. I got to take my art home in frames to hang on the wall, too.
Lisa P. (parent volunteer; yoga): A great way to start the morning, for me and the children.
Christina V. (instructor; Ukulele Club): It’s the best part of my week!
Amber J. (instructor; mixed media, mosaics & 3D art): The kids are so innovative and creative. It has been a joy to
work with them. They have such a hunger for knowledge that is contagious!
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Invest in Your Child changes lives
“I slept and dreamt that life was joy. /I awoke and saw that life was service.
/I acted and behold, service was joy.” – Rabindranath Tagore

At the end of this past school year, PTO President Ginger Salmon approached me about getting involved in
the PTO. My first thought was, “Sure! And where is the magic spell that gives me more time, more energy, more
hands, etc.” However, I told her I would take a bit of time to think it over and get back to her. I did take some time, I
prayed about it, and when I stepped back I realized that I could definitely make a little bit of time to help stuff some
envelopes, make some calls, help out at a picnic with no sweat.
But Ginger wasn’t asking me to do that, she was asking me to chair and re-boot the Invest in Your Child
Campaign. Seriously, I had to pause. I had to think long and hard about this type of time commitment; running a
business, raising a family, being the chauffeur, and now adding this huge responsibility just seemed completely
crazy. But in all of the craziness, I realized that I had asked for this opportunity because I had set an intention last
year to be of more service to my community.
I prayed for more chances to connect with causes and people who really needed my help and whom I could serve
without the possibility of payment. I was so excited and so nervous when I called Ginger to say, “yes!” knowing that
this one word would change everything.
The idea of a video campaign, an accessible and easy to share idea that united our families was super important
to me. When my son was chosen in the lottery for Park Road Montessori, back in 2007, I truly felt like I won the
lottery. I had been a classroom assistant for a Montessori preschool back in high school and I was totally fascinated
by this mode of learning. I knew I wanted that for my children and have felt so blessed that they both attend Park
Road Montessori. I realized that although all of our families have different and unique stories, we are all united by
the deep breath of relief we take each school morning when we send our children out our doors to PRM. I wanted to
celebrate this common bond and also send a message that we realize as parents, teachers, and students that nothing
comes to us without hard work and setting goals.
We set a goal as a PTO to raise a minimum of $25,000 for the Invest campaign by spreading the positive message
that we are all truly in this together. Sometimes our teachers feel like we don’t hear them, sometimes the parents feel
like we are being misunderstood or left out of the discussion. Well, this effort would do more than raise money, we
wanted to raise awareness. To me, the most amazing aspect of being involved in Invest wasn’t setting a new record
for family participation, exceeding our fundraising goal in the shortest timeline of any Invest campaign, or for all
of the positive feedback we as a PTO received from teachers, parents and students alike. To me, the most amazing
aspect was seeing the families take real ownership of the school. It is more than a building with excellent Montessori
tools that always need replacing, upgrading or repair. Our school is a direct reflection of what we put into it. And to
me, that reflection is beautiful.
I am so excited about the outlook for our future, and to helping with more Invest in Your Child campaigns!
I am so excited to be a part of a PTO that wasn’t just behind me on this, but were beside me, helping with each
step necessary to make it succeed. The video alone took up 30 hours of volunteer time and I am so thankful to the
families who participated!
Being involved in the PTO has been such a wonderful experience for me and has shown me that there is room
for many more parents, dads and moms, to come aboard and make our school more than a building, but help further
its vision to create a safe and enriched environment that will give our children the freedom and inner discipline to
become lifelong learners.
So in closing, the Invest in Your Child campaign was a complete success and I am forever grateful. I am inspired
by all of our Park Road Montessori families and I happily will continue to be of service to you.
Thank you again for investing!
– Dréa Cunningham, Invest in Your Child Chair-lady
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Ms. Priti has a magical new garden
Ms. Priti’s garden had been overtaken by weeds and
even though parents had worked hard on it every year the
weeds seemed to win every year. So this year, under our
nature queen Ms. Charlotte’s guidance, she decided to dig
out the whole garden and place plants in pots. She also
wanted to use the garden area outside the classroom as a
place the children could work in.
Keenan’s mom (Shannon Ann) dug it all up and got
rid of all the weeds. Lyla’s dad (Adam Fiorenza) did the
planning, designing, purchasing and implementation.
Aaliyah Ly, Vikas Chopra and Prab Dahal helped him put it
all together on Saturday, Sept. 28.
This is the email Ms. Priti sent Adam when she walked
into her classroom on Monday, Sept. 30, and looked out of
the window:

“I have no words to express how I felt when I walked
into my classroom this morning and peeked outside. I just
stood outside and just looked at the ambience you created
like a magician.... and felt chills go down my spine as
you did an unbelievable job of surpassing my vision of a
dream garden. I have no clue how someone could put all
this together so beautifully in a day. Just saying Thank you
seems so minimal after you did such a phenomenal job of
creating such a peaceful, beautiful area for the children.
We promise to cherish every piece of it and enjoy it to the
utmost. Did you have any help... were there other parents
who showed up????? Please let me know so I can thank
them for their efforts. I know that you spent a fortune to put
this together and I want you to know that the entire class
is extremely appreciative of your generosity. Thank you.
Thank you. Thank you.”

Get your game face on for Family Game Night
Family Game Night will be Tuesday, Nov. 12, from 6-8
p.m. in the Media Center. Bring the whole family and have
loads of fun trying new games from Toys & Co. with PRM
friends and families. You will also have the opportunity to
purchase any of the games, right in time for the holidays!
Toys & Co. will also hold a school week (Nov. 11-16)
at both of its locations. If you shop and mention Park Road

Montessori, the school will receive 20% of your total
purchases.
Volunteers are needed on Game Night. If you would like
to help out, please email Irene Salema at isalema@att.net or
call 704-226-3240.
The next Spirit Night will be held Tuesday, Jan. 7. Look
for details in the e-bulletins.
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Fall picnic kicked off new year
The PTO would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to Traci Andrews and Ashley
Phillips for all of their work in putting together our fall picnic. The food truck,
bounce houses, water ice and cake walk were all just perfect. The evening was
gorgeous and it was nice to meet new families and kick off our year with some fun.
Students in Ms. Diane’s class were asked what they loved about the picnic:
“We had a slide. My favorite one was the one that looked like a caterpillar.”
“Going on the cake walk was the best. I liked doing the bounce house and one of
them had a slide. I did like going to the playground too.”
“My favorite thing was doing the cake walk. Another favorite thing was going on
the bouncy machines,because it is fun.”
“My sister won a cake, and my little sister who is 3 won two cakes. I got to eat
half of each cake.”
“I got to see my friends from last year. I saw friends from my new class too.”
“I had two fun parts. One was the cake walk and two was getting books from
the Book Fair. I like reading books a lot and I have two chapter books on my mind.
Playing at the playground.”
Here’s another perspective from Ashley in Ms. Cecelia’s class:
“The Fall Picnic was fun for me and there were lots of people there having fun
too. It was really nice for the littler kids to have the bouncies. They were packed
into all of them. I went on the caterpillar even though it was supposed to be for
under 8 year olds. But all the big kids were on it, so I went too. You got to bop
things over, climb up a rock wall and then down a slide. The really big slide was
way fun. Once you got to the top, it was a surprise because you fell as you were
getting set because it was so steep. I really liked getting to see all of my friends
and having the freedom to go anywhere on the back campus without specific adult
supervision, although there were parents everywhere! The cake walk has always
been one of my favorite activities. The suspense of who will win is awesome,
especially when I win. I won yummy lemon cookies this year, which was only the
second time I have won in the past six years at Park Road. That’s only 2 out of 12
cake walks, but I love it anyway.”
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New security
measures in place
Have you seen your child
sporting his or her new security
badge at school?
CMS has begun many
measures to ensure the safety
of our children. All students
have an ID badge with their
photo they wear through the day.
Along with the ID badges, other
security measures will be put
into place during the course of
the school year.
PRM will be getting a
computer installed in the front
office to monitor all visitors and
volunteers. Every guest will be
required to check in through the
computer system and receive a
campus pass. Once installation
is complete, reminders will be
sent to families as to the official
check-in procedure.
Parents can expect the
addition of surveillance cameras
throughout the building and a
front door camera as well.
These additions are all part
of the CMS plan to enhance
security measures throughout
the school system.

Peace Day celebrated in Sept.

Peace Day by Camilo Sanchez (Ms. Jeanne)

This year Park Road Montessori celebrated Peace Day in September,
centered around International Peace Day. It is truly a special moment
and helps renew our message of “grace and courtesy.” Here’s what some
students said about the celebration:
Matthew E. (Ms. Christy): I think Peace Day is about trying to create
world peace and teaching others to follow Peace Day traditions. There is
a dove on a pole with rainbow streamers that Upper El students take turns
waving around the crowd. Everyone in the school sings a Peace Day Song.
There is always a special event that is different every year – often it is a
speech. All in all, I think Peace Day is very good.
Rebekah Cudjoe (Ms. Cynthia): The whole school came out from
their work cycle. It was amazing. People gave speechs about children. We
also sang a song it was called “Peace on Earth.”

